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Water Conservancy, Water Management Theories and Society

in the Tai Lake Area (12th— 14th Century)
Xie Shi
( Center for H istorical Anthrop ology, Sun Yat- sen University, Canton, 510275)

Abstract: Late Southern Song Dynasty saw the official water conservancy strategy preferred topi
cal amendment to holistic management. Both of the expediential strategy and polder development poli-
cies were adopted by the court of the Southern Song Dynasty, so the irregular reclamation by local
power was virtually admitted. The government gradually gave up the project of retrieval the Wusong
River, and chose to dredge up its northeast and southeast branches. In result, the drainage in the east
of the Tai Lake bent to the northeast. The official water conservancy became a negotiation between
the government and the local power. During this period, the water management theories shifted its fo-
cus in correspondent with the transformation of the water conservancy.

Key words: Song and Yuan Dynasty; Jiangnan; water conservancy; society
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